
HOW WE HELPED 
BUILD VALUE IN 
VERMILION ON THE 
PATH TO A SUCCESSFUL 
TRADE SALE



PROBLEM
Vermilion Software is a best-of-
breed client reporting and 
communications software firm 
with offices in London, Boston and 
Singapore.

Portfolio was brought in as an 
outsourced marketing team in 
London, at short notice due to a 
sudden departure. 

It was a critical time for Vermilion 
as it had begun the path towards a 
trade sale and needed to rapidly 
build value in the business –
particularly in the U.S.



CHALLENGE
Russ Bryan began working onsite in 
London, outsourcing as a 
Marketing Manager for one day 
per week, with his team providing 
additional back-up offsite. A 
number of marketing programmes
were already in play, such as 
research projects, webinars and 
pending award submissions, all 
requiring immediate attention and 
management.

Portfolio was hired initially on a 
three-month basis, until a new 
Marketing Manager was to be 
recruited. After a month Russ was 
requested to work two days per 
week and subsequently three days 
per week. 

Ultimately, the engagement 
continued for three years, through 
to the successful trade sale of 
Vermilion to global software firm 
FactSet. The Marketing Manager 
was never recruited.



PROCESS
The team wrote an immense 
amount of original content and 
used this as the basis for a PR 
campaign involving blogs, opinion 
pieces, features, press releases and 
white papers. 

We also wrote and designed a 
plethora of factsheets, case studies 
and other collateral in multiple 
languages. Additionally, Portfolio 
designed a suite of sub-brands for 
software modules.

Our digital work involved social 
media management across 
LinkedIn and twitter; the writing, 
design and production of a new 
multi-lingual website; managing 
Google Ads; and the production of 
a corporate video in English and 
French. Portfolio’s inhouse 
language skills (French, Spanish, 
Russian) facilitated this work.



RESULTS

Here are some examples of our 
work for Vermilion (clockwise):

• A corporate video (produced in 
English and French).

• Coverage in Asset Servicing 
Times (U.S.).

• Coverage in Banking 
Technology (UK).

• Coverage in JIJI Press (Japan).

• Coverage in Fund Technology 
(U.S.).



RESULTS

The major industry awards secured 
in Europe, the U.S. and Asia.



REACTION

Simon Cornwell
Former Global Sales & Marketing 
Director, Vermilion Software

“Portfolio has been an invaluable partner for 
Vermilion over the past three years. Russ and his 
team have all the domain experience we 
required to deliver all of our company’s 
marketing requirements, from copy, design and 
award submissions right through to social 
media.”



REACTION

Stuart Mitchell
Corporate Finance
Quest Corporate

“Russ joined Vermilion at a critical time for the company, in the 
run-up to a trade sale. He quickly made an impact, winning three 
major industry awards in his first three months, as part of his 
brand awareness drive. His team also built a new website, for 
which he wrote all the copy, and delivered an excellent corporate 
video, which Russ scripted, storyboarded and produced.

Russ revamped all of our marketing collateral, going from two 
basic factsheets to over 30 case studies, factsheets and business-
driven information sheets, in multiple languages. He also grew 
our brand awareness significantly in the U.S. and Asia, through 
PR, exhibitions and thought leadership.

In total, Russ won 12 major industry awards for Vermilion in three 
years, in Europe, the U.S. and Asia – in some cases breaking 
records. He can work at a strategic level very comfortably, but can 
also roll his sleeves up and get the basics done very well. Strong 
domain knowledge and excellent writing skills are key features of 
his work.”



ABOUT PORTFOLIO

Based in London, Portfolio 
Marketing Communications is an 
award-winning marketing firm with 
extensive experience in the 
fintech market.

What are you currently working 
on?

Why not get in touch today so we 
can create content and campaigns 
that really resonate with your 
audience!

CONTACT

Email: russ@portfoliomc.com
Tel: + 44 20 3432 2557
www.portfoliomc.com

http://portfoliomc.com

